Education and Programs report

NO MEETING IN SEPTEMBER DUE TO LABOR DAY HOLIDAY!

Our July gathering was a potluck at our house on July 16, 2005. The weather 
was a perfect New Mexico evening to eat at the picnic tables on the lawn. 
NMMS purchased some delicious enchilada casseroles from Garcia's Kitchen, 
and we augmented that with fabulous recipes concocted by the members who 
attended. There were even a few mushroom dishes! Thank you to everyone who 
helped make such a pleasant evening!
The August presentation was yours truly, Terri Wallis, discussing "Fifty Ways to Have Fun at a Foray," and I guess it worked, because we had a great time at the Foray 
in Ruidoso!
The education provided at the Foray was exceptional- we had some great 
identifiers there, in addition to our foray mycologist, Steve Trudell. Steve 
provided a thorough and entertaining identification workshop for about a 
dozen of us who managed to resist the call of the woods.
Here are a few of the tidbits from Steve's class presented on Saturday, 
August 13, 2005:

· You always want to start with good material. Rotten gooey things are worthless to identify.

· The day before, we had gathered a particular kind of mushroom that was abundant. 

· Everyone in the class was working with their own specimen of the mushrooms. 

· Steve led us through the dichotomous key in Arora's Mushrooms Demystified.  

· A good start with any of the books is to learn the descriptive terminology to get through the key. 

· Keeping notes to yourself as you answer the question pairs in the key will help you to "back up" if you find yourself stuck, or if you end at the wrong identification. 

· We ended up keying out Xerampulina campanella, which is a nice little orange 
wood-rotter.

· Some of us had collected other mushrooms that we worked on after that. Bob Chapman was on hand with his microscopes and chemicals. Those who were interested got some good advice on how to use the microscopes for further identification. Bob and Steve pointed out microscopic morphology features and chemical reactions, and provided basic “how to focus” instructions. 
Steve is a very supportive teacher and we students felt like accomplished identifiers by the end of the morning. He made the point that only by spending the time will we remember many of the answers to “What is this?” I know that’s true for me.
